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The Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 

October 17 & 18, 2020  

 

What Is God Like? Is God Forgiving? 

 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Love in Christ is Strong and Living 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 490 

 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may 

be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

C: Amen.   
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every evil of body and soul. 

Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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THE WORD 

 

First Lesson 2 Chronicles 33:1-13 

 

Even more shocking than Manasseh’s sin is God’s grace and forgiveness. 
1 

 Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-five 

years. He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, following the detestable practices of the nations the LORD had 

driven out before the Israelites. He rebuilt the high places his father Hezekiah had demolished; he also 

erected altars to the Baals and made Asherah poles. He bowed down to all the starry hosts and 

worshiped them. He built altars in the temple of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, “My Name will 

remain in Jerusalem forever.” In both courts of the temple of the LORD, he built altars to all the starry 

hosts. He sacrificed his sons in the fire in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, practiced sorcery, divination and 

witchcraft, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the eyes of the LORD, provoking 

him to anger. 

 He took the carved image he had made and put it in God’s temple, of which God had said to David 

and to his son Solomon, “In this temple and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of 

Israel, I will put my Name forever. I will not again make the feet of the Israelites leave the land I 

assigned to your forefathers, if only they will be careful to do everything I commanded them concerning 

all the laws, decrees and ordinances given through Moses.” But Manasseh led Judah and the people of 

Jerusalem astray, so that they did more evil than the nations the LORD had destroyed before the 

Israelites. 

 The LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no attention. So the LORD brought 

against them the army commanders of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh prisoner, put a hook in 

his nose, bound him with bronze shackles and took him to Babylon. In his distress he sought the favor 

of the LORD his God and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers. And when he prayed to 

him, the LORD was moved by his entreaty and listened to his plea; so he brought him back to Jerusalem 

and to his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD is God.  

 
 
 Chronicles: 1 and 2 Chronicles were originally written as a single literary work. According to ancient 

Jewish tradition, Ezra wrote Chronicles, but there is no concrete evidence to support this. The author of 

Chronicles used a number of written sources to compile his history, drawing about half his work from 

Samuel and Kings. There are also frequent references to other books of the kings not included in the 

Old Testament. The book was likely written after Judah’s return from captivity in Babylon. Several 

themes throughout the book link this postexilic nation with the Israel of old: the temple in Jerusalem 

(both Solomon’s temple and the rebuilding allowed by Cyrus king of Persia), the continued role of the 

law and the prophets in Israel’s history, and continued hope in the promised Messiah.  
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 118 

 

We give thanks for the Lord’s forgiveness. 

   

 The LORD is my strength and my song; 

  he has become my salvation. 

 

 The LORD’s right hand is lifted high; 

  the LORD’s right hand has done mighty things! 

 

 I will not die but live, 

  and will proclaim what the LORD has done. Refrain 

 

 I will give you thanks, for you answered me; 

  you have become my salvation. 

 

 The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; 

  the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

 This is the day the LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain   
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Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

 

Paul calls upon the Corinthians to produce fruits of faith in keeping with forgiveness. 

 

 As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. For he says, 

  “In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.” 

I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 

 We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. Rather, as 

servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and 

distresses; in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; in purity, 

understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful speech and in 

the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; through glory and 

dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; known, yet regarded as 

unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, 

yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. We are not 

withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. As a fair exchange – I 

speak as to my children – open wide your hearts also. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. I will proclaim your name to my people; in the midst of the congregation I will 

praise you. Alleluia.  

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 21:33-43 

 

Jesus uses a parable to illustrate what will be done with those who produce no fruit. 

 

 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, 

dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went 

away on a journey. When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his 

fruit. 

 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. Then he sent 

other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. Last of all, 

he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 

 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him 

and take his inheritance.’ So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 

 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”  
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 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to 

other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” 
 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

 “ ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; 

  the Lord has done this,  

  and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 

who will produce its fruit.” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 Christian Worship 385 
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Sermon 2 Chronicles 33:1-13 

 

The Story isn’t Over (Saturday) 

 

“This Will Kill That” (Sunday) 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth,  

   of all that is,  

   seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation,  

   he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

   and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

   and his kingdom will have no end.  
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead  

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering     

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Be seated 

 

Adult Confirmation (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Hymn Baptismal Waters Cover Me 

Christian Worship Supplement 739 

 

 

Please stand  
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M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (stanzas 1 & 4) 

Christian Worship 382 
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Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service II. Text © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House.  

“Love in Christ is Strong and Living” Text and tune © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. 

“Glory to God” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public  

“Psalm 118” Tune © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone public domain. 

“Chief of Sinners Though I Be” Text and tune public domain. 

“Baptismal Waters Cover Me” Text © 2003 Concordia Publishing House. Tune © 2005 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 
 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” Text and tune public domain. 

“God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” Text and tune public domain. 

 

 
 

Readings for the Week of Pentecost 20 

  
M Mark 8:22-26 Exodus 25:17-22 

T Colossians 3:5-11 Leviticus 16:15-19 

W Colossians 3:12-17 Romans 3:21-26 

R Luke 19:1-10 Hebrews 10:1-10 

F 1 John 1:5-10 Hebrews 10:11-18 

S Jude 20-25 Jeremiah 17:12-17 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Seminary Student Christian Willick (Saturday) 

 Pastor Joel Leyrer (Sunday)  

 

Musicians Rachel Wendland, piano (Saturday) 

 Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Sunday)  

 

Worship Notes 
 

• We welcome Jean Bikomeye and Ange Uwineza into membership by adult confirmation and 

Andrew Billings, Jim Bingenheimer, Craig Eide, and Emily Gapinski into membership by 

profession of faith. 

 
• The flowers are placed by Dan and Lori Meiers in celebration of their 29th wedding 

anniversary. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Jon Claude Theodore Billings, son of Andrew and Renée (neé DeMarce) Billings, who was 

baptized in a private ceremony on Saturday, October 17. 

 

• Hayes Settimio Schapekahm, son of Kurt and Nicole (neé Hunt) Schapekahm, who will be 

baptized in a private ceremony on Sunday, October 18. 
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Parents’ Preview for October 25 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” 

(Christian Worship 293) 
 

 
  



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


